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Figure 2-2: drawing of Mekong Sanakham HPP

NMTIFUTUAINEAIN DINTIENIUNITUTLTUNANTENUNNGUINADUTOUTIMEAIY §AIPL 2018

dlotudl 11 wa. 2563 Aaznssundnisuiiilas (MRC) Ussnawseutilasenisidoudiusaa (Sanakham HPP)
Wulasensid eunneit 6 vuwdvhlvsanendn W1g nsruIun1TRae USnwimiTea anin (PNPCA)
waglddienarsiiisadesvailasanisi Syuiaannias weuwwsuuivled sufvenarssenunsussiy
HANTENUNIIA WINS DA FIANT UNTULAY Way 51891UNTUTEIR UNaNIENUdza ®38 Transboundary
Environmental and Social Impact Assessment & Cumulative Impact Assessment (TBESIA/CIA)

FeasTuiisieunainy 2018 7

2} TBESIA/CIA and other submitted project documents are available at: https://www.mrcmekons.org/topics/pnpca-prior-
consultation/sanakham-hydropower-project,
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Bl n Oct 2011, National Consulting Group sent a letter to the MRC, noting that it will be conducting TBESIA/CIA for Pak Beng,

Pak Lay and Sanakham dams. See Appendix D (p.310), Pak Beng Hydropower Project Transboundary Environmental and Social
Impact Assessment & Cumulative Impact Assessment, September 2015.

1" See MRC Technical Review reports of Pak Beng (2017) and Pak Lay (2019).

bl see Save the Mekong Coalition statement (September 2018), which called for a new TBEISA and suspension of Pak Lay dam
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recommendations not only the modification of the dam design but also the
operation and monitoring programs, as well as the soil erosion and sediment
control during the construction phase.

6.1.3  Fish Migration and Fisheries

Construction of the Paklay dam would cause an impact to fish migration in the middle
and upper Mckong Basin. In order to minimize impacts to fish migration, a fishway is
proposed. Proper design and operation of the fishway is very necessary for fish
migration, particularly to the Mekong giant fish species, which travel upstream for
reproduction and spawning.

Similarly, to minimize the impact on fisheries (decreasing quantity and specics of
fishes), the establishment of fish hatcheries for the cultivation of fish and other aquatic
organisms is required; these aquatic animals would be released into the Mekong River
when ready. Increased fish pen aquaculture is needed for the upstream area of the dam
in order to make use of the backwater caused by the dam construction.

However, to accomplish such mitigation measures fishery experts from the responsible
government agencies need to be consulted as well as agencies such as the MRC.
Emphasis should be put on critically endangered or economically important specics

Navigation

The impact on navigation during the construction of the Paklay dam cannot be avoided
and the impact is permanent. Tt is a must to construct a ship lock following
specifications/recommendations for ship lock design on Mekong mainstream
damsauthored bythe Mckong River Commission such as the “Preliminary Design
Guidancefor Proposed Mainstream Damsin the Lower Mckong Basin.” This can be
found here: licati it

DG-of-LA i i ion-Sept09.pdf.
6.5 Water Quality

The impacts on water quality at the project level are assessed in the ESIA. Potential
causes of the impacts on water quality are the subject of mitigation measures, which are
divided into 2 phases, namely, the construction and operation periods.

6.1.3 Fish Migration and Fisheries

Construction of Sanakham dam would cause impact to fish migration in the Middle and
Upper Mekong Basin. In order to minimize impacts to fish migration, fish way is proposed.
A proper design of fish way installed at the suitable location is very necessary for fish
migrationpassing through directed to the upstream for reproduction and spawning
particularly to the Mekong giant fish and other fishes which are native species and
Endangered species eg. Giant salmon carp (daptosyax grypus).Thicklip barb (Probarbus
labeamajor) cg, Mekong stingray) (Dasyatis laosensis) etc. Fish migration to complete its
life cycle is whether good or not depending on fish way operation.

Similary to minimize impact of fisheries (decreasing quantity and species of fishes), it is
required to establish Hatchering Center for cultivation of fish and other aquatic organisms
prior to freed to the Mekong River. Fish pen aquaculture is proposed to carry out in the
upstream of dam in order to make use of dam construction. Mitigation measures for water
pollution has to be undertaken for fish pen aquaculture, for example good practice for fish
pen rasing, location of fish pen site, etc.

However, to accomplish such mitigation measures it needs to consult with the fishery experts
of the responsible agencies, eg. MRC and/or Fishery Department of Lao PDR, for fish
species and aquatic organism to be cultured and freeded to the Mekong River. It should be
the Critically species: CR) or species: EN) eg Mekong giant catfish
)Pangasianodon gigas)er other fish specics.

6.1.4 Navigation

Impact fo navigation due to construction of Sankham dam could not be avoided, and the
impact is permanent. It is a must to construct ship lock following theStandard Specifications
for Ship Locks on Mekong Mai D River Commissi

6.1.5  Water Quality

The impacts on water quality at the project level are assessed in the ESIA. Potential causes of
the impacts on water quality are the subject of mitigation measures, which are divided into 2
phases, namely, the construction and operation periods
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[ These include, but are not limited to the Technical Review Reports of other mainstream dams submitted for Prior consultation,
including Pak Beng and Pak Lay, MRC Council Study, Guidelines for Transboundary Environmental Impact Assessment in the Lower
Mekong Basin (Working Document);Social Impact and Vulnerabilty Assessment (SIMVA) etc
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b) Vietnam Save the Mekong Coalition

The meeting with active NGOs in Vietnam was conducted to listen to their views on
transboundary issues of mai 3 At the Centre for
Biodiversity and Development (CBD) in Ho Chi Minh City, there is a river coalition

network with International Rivers which has recently expressed their views on
Xayaburi Dam (in Lao PDR) and Son La and Yali dams (in Vietnam).

This NGO is part of “Save the
Mekong Coalition™ that have written
a letter to Australia’s Minister of
Foreign Affairs expressing their
concern with the Xayaburi Dam and
the grievous failure of its PNPCA
process. As the process has been
funded by the Australian
Government, the signatories called
on Australia and other donors to use

its leverage to call for an improved

process and a delay in decision-  gigure 157: Meeting with NGO in Vietnam
making.

Many mainstreams and some main Mekong tributary hyrodams may have
environmental and social impacts (such as fishery, sedimentation, etc) that are
considered as transhoundary issues required to be studied.

List of key contacted persons of Vietnam NGOs are:

= Ms Pham Thi Hong Van, Environmental Activist, International Rivers
‘Coalition/Tournalist, Mekong Delta Provinces

= Mr Lam Dinh Uy, Environmental Scientist, Center for Biodiversity and
Development, Ho Chi Minh City

b) Vietnam Save the Mekong Coalition

The meeting with active NGOs in Vietnam was conducted to listen to their views on
transboundary issues of mai) drop dam At the Centre for
Biodiversity and Development (CBD) in Ho Chi Minh City, there is a river coalition

network with International Rivers which has recently expressed their views on
Xayaburi Dam (in Lao PDR) and Son La and Yali dams (in Vietnam).

This NGO is part of “Save the Mekong
Coalition” that have written a letter to
Australia’s Minister of Foreign Affairs
expressing their concern with the
Xayaburi Dam and the grievous failure
of its PNPCA process. As the process
has been funded by the Australian
Government, the signatories called on
Australia and other doners fo use its
leverage to call for an improved
process and a delay in decision-
making.

Figure 157: Meeting with NGO in Vietnam

Many mainstreams and some main Mekong tributary hyrodams may have
environmental and social impacts (such as fishery, sedimentation, etc) that are
considered as transboundary issues required to bestudied.

List of key contacted persons of Vietnam NGOs are:

~  Ms Pham Thi Hong Van, Activist, ional Rivers
Coalition/Journalist, Mekong Delta Provinces

- Mr Lam Dinh Uy, Environmental Scientist, Center for Biodiversity and
Development, Ho Chi Minh City
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[ E.q. see 2017 SEI Study: https://www.sei.ore/publications/sediment-mekong-river/; MRC Council Study; and 2018 technical note on

Sediment: http://www.mrcmekong.org/assets/Publications/Mekong-sediment-from-the-MRC-Council-Study-Technical-notedocx.pdf

Bl E.g see: http//www.mrcmekong.ore/news-and-events/events/mrc-updated-database-offers-comprehensive-information-on-

mekong-fish-species/; http://www.mrcmekong.org/publications/topic/fisheries

PI'E.g. see: http://www.mrcmekong.org/publications/topic/climate-change
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117 See e.g. MRC Technical Review Reports of Pak Lay and Pak Beng dams; and Independent Expert Review of Pak Beng EIA and
Supporting Project Documents, commissioned by International Rivers (2017)
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https://www.internationalrivers.org/sites/default/files/attached-files/independentexpertreview_pakbengdameia_may2017.pdf
https://www.internationalrivers.org/sites/default/files/attached-files/independentexpertreview_pakbengdameia_may2017.pdf
https://www.internationalrivers.org/sites/default/files/attached-files/independentexpertreview_pakbengdameia_may2017.pdf
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